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[4] As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, [5] you
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. [6] For it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

[7] So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

[8] and
“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
1 Peter 2:4-8

BIG TRUTH:
Jesus Followers Are Living Stones

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves
like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 2:4-5



Big Idea:
Living stones, like Jesus, are rejected by men, yet chosen and precious to God.
(1 Pet 2:4-5)

In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
John 16:33

[12] Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. [13] But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.
1 Peter 4:12-13

Big Idea:
Living stones are being built up and built together. (1 Pet 2:5)

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing.
John 15:5

[11] And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, [12] to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, [13] until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ,
Ephesians 4:11-13

Big Idea:
Living stones are both the temple and priests in the new covenant.
(1 Pet 2:5)

Spiritual Realities…
We are the temple of God, marked by His presence. (1 Cor 3:16, 6:19; Eph 2:19-22)
We are the priests of God, marked by holiness and sacrificial worship. (1 Pet 2:9; Rom 12:1; Heb 13:15)

[3] while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to
the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: [4] ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. [5] Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my
voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;
[6] and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to
the people of Israel”… [16] On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick
cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. [17] Then
Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain.
[18] Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it
went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly. [19] And as the sound of the
trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. [20] The LORD came down



on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses
went up. [21] And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to the
LORD to look and many of them perish.
Exodus 19:3-6, 16-21

Big Idea:
Living stones rest on Jesus, the cornerstone.
(1 Pet 2:6-8)

[19] So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members
of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone,
Ephesians 2:19-20

[8] Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, [9] if we are being
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed,
[10] let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. [11] This
Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. [12] And there is
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be
saved.”
Acts 4:8-12


